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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

Ckiini 1 (Origiatii): A nicliiod orcnliancing mucus funcdon comprising administering an eUcctivc 
amount ol a mucothickcning agcnl to a subject in need tliercol". 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The melliod according to claim 1, wherein Uie mucus lunclion is 
selected from Uic sa'oup consisting of respiratory ti-act mucus clearance, epitlielial protection, ion 
exchange and nutrient intake. 

Claim 3 (Withdrawn): The niedKxl according to claim 2, wherein die respiratory tract mucus 
cleartuice is mucociliary clearance and/or cough clearance. 

Claim 4 (Original): The method according to claim 1, wherein die enhancing of mucus function is 
imi)roving physical juid/or biochemical projierties of die layer of mucus lining the respiratory 
system, digesUve system, urinary tiact mid/or die reproductive system. 

Claim 5 (Withdrawn): llie melhod according to claim 1, wherein the enhancing of mucus iiinction 
is imi)roving physical and/or biochemical properties of die layer of mucus lining die digestive 
system to enhance nutrient intake. processes, epidielium protection and dnig absorpUon. 

Claim () (Wididrawii): The method according to claim t, wherein the cnluuicing o!" mucus function 
is improving physical and/or hiochcnncai properties ol tlic layer of mucus lining the reproductive 
system to enhance conception ruid/or inhibit, transmission of sexually ir^msmitted diseases (S I D). 

CUiim 7 (Pre\aously Presented): The mediod according to claim 1, wherein die enhancing of 
mucus function is for inhibiting aerosolizalion and/or transmission of an fiirbome disease. 

Chiim 8 (Currendy Amended): llic mediod according to claim 7, wherein die airborne disease is 
selected from[!,j| (lie group consistin^f of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), tul)crculosis 
and inlluenza. 
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Claim 9 (Previously Presented): The metiiod accordisig to dmm 7, wiierein die inhibition of 
aerosoiization and/or Iraiismission of nn airborne disease occurs by decreasing aerosol!za!)le 
respiratory secretions in a way lo rsiiiiiniizc ciiiv adverse effect on mucus clearance, optionally in 
combination with enhancement ol' mucus clearance. 

Claim 10 (Witlidrawn): The mediod according to claim 1, wherein the enhancing of mucus 
function is for treating a condition related to Uiin mucus or cilia malfunction or non-function. 

Claim 11 (Withdrawn): The mcdiod according to claim 10, wherein die conditions related to diin 
mucus or cilia malfunction or non-function include any condition of impaired airway secretion 
management. 

Claim 12 (WiU)drawn and Currently Amended): The method according to claim 11, wherein die 
conditions are selected from cystic fibrosis, asUinia, Chronic Obstructive Pulmontiry Disease 
(COPD), spiiKil choid cord injusy, ucuroniuscular disease mid diose conditions or diseases 
requiring assisted mechanical vcnlilalion. 

Claim 13 (Cancelled) 

Claim 14 (Cancelled) 

Claim 15 (Cuncntly Amended): llic mediod according to chiim 44 i, wherein the 
mucothickening iigcnt is selected from tlie group consisting of one or more of high moieculiu- 
weiglit polysacchfxridcs, salts of tetralunctional anions, salts of divalent cations and polycationic 
agents, and odier phamiaceulically acceptable salts diereof. 

Chiini 16 (Currently Amended): Tlic method according to claim 1.5, wherein the mucothickening 
agent is selec(e(l from the group consisting of one or more of dcxti im, sotiium tetraborate, ciilciuni 
chloride, magnesium chloride, polylysinc, polyarginine and polymyxin B. 

Claims 17-25 (Cancelled) 
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